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From the Principal … 
Dear Families, 
 

Welcome back to our new school year. It appears as though all of 
our children had a lovely break, with quite a few getting away on 
some exciting sounding adventures. We have had such a 
wonderful first few days together, with all students coming back 
ready to reconnect and continue on their respective learning 
journeys. Our staff have hit the ground running and we are all 
super excited to continue our work together and support all 
children in becoming the best they can be, both as a learner and 
as a person. Speaking of this, please see inside for the statements 
that we have created as a staff about our shared purpose in 
working with your children whilst they are with us here at OLSH.   
 

BEGINNING OF YEAR MASS AND PICNIC 
Please note that our beginning of the year Mass will be held on 
Thursday 16th February, beginning at 6.00pm in the church. This 
will be followed by a BYO picnic back at school as a way to bring 
our community together and acknowledge the new beginnings of 
our school year. It would be wonderful to have as many families 
as possible come along to this important celebration. 
 

LEARNING CONVERSATIONS 
Next Wednesday 8th February, from 2.00pm to 6.00pm, we are 
holding our initial learning conversations between parents and 
teachers. This is an opportunity for you, as parents, to pass on 
information about your child and help set them up for a positive 
school year ahead. This also helps to build strong relationships 
between school and home and ensure that we are working 
together for the betterment of each child in our care. Please book 
your 15-minute time slot via PAM. 
 

WELCOME LOLA 
It has been delightful to have Lola Mullane join us in Foundation 
this year. Lola has two big brothers to look after her, but it looks 
like she has always been here. Well done a such a wonderful start 
to your school life, Lola. 
 

SEESAW 
Seesaw is our main source of communication between school and 
home. Can everyone please make sure that they have the app 
downloaded and preferably have notifications turned on. We are 
trying hard not to overuse it, but rather only post out to parents 
when there is something valuable or important to share. It really 
helps our teachers to know that people are interacting with the 
posts that are sent out, thank you. 

COMING UP AT OLSH… 
FEBRUARY 2023 
Wed 8th Learning Conversations (2pm – 6pm) 
Mon 14th Elmore Fields Days AGM 
Thu 16th Beginning of Year Mass & Picnic (6pm) 
Wed 22nd Ash Wednesday Liturgy (2.30pm) 
Fri 24th Cluster Swimming Carnival 
  
MARCH 2023 
Mon 13th  Labour Day Public Holiday 
Tue 14th School Photo Day 
Fri 24th National Ride to School Day 
Wed 29th PSG Meetings 
  
APRIL 2023 
Sun 2nd Palm Sunday 
Thu 6th Last Day of Term 1 
Fri 7th  Good Friday 
Sun 9th Easter Sunday 
Mon 10th  Easter Monday 
Mon 24th First Day Term 2 
Tue 25th  ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
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ELMORE FIELD DAYS AGM  
I received an email during the week asking me to pass on to our community that the Elmore Field Days AGM is being held on 
Tuesday 14th February at the Elmore Events Centre beginning at 8.00pm. 
 
Have a great week everyone! 

Craig Simpson (Principal)  

Congratulations to Lola, Arlia, Ashley, Zayde & Charlie (not pictured) for being named our Learners of the Week! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS/DAYS 
The school office has had a small change in hours this year. We will now open from 8.30 am - 4.30 pm Monday to Friday.  
You will find Nerida in the office Monday – Wednesday, and every second Friday (even weeks). Liarna is in the office every 
Thursday.  
Should you try and call on a Friday (odd weeks) and the phone isn’t answered, please call again! Someone will answer! 

 
SCHOOL FEE STATEMENTS 
School Fee statements for the 2023 school year were emailed to families today. These have been sent directly via our admin 
system, so please double check your junk/spam folder if it hasn’t arrived. If you did not receive your statement, or would like a 
hard copy, please contact the school office.  



STUDENT INFORMATION UPDATES 
This afternoon, students will bring home a copy of the current contact details we have stored in our admin system for checking.  
We also ask that you log in to your PAM account to create, update and/or review your child’s medical details and photo 
permissions.  
 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 
activities. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your 
child.  
The annual CSEF amount per primary school student is $125.  
HOW TO APPLY: New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the site 
listed below. If you received a CSEF payment in in 2022, you do not need to complete an application form in 2023 unless there has 
been a change in your family circumstances (e.g. a new child starting school) or your concession card details.  
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/CSEF_application_form.pdf  
 
CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE PROGRAM (CAP) 2023 
The Conveyance Allowance is a form of financial assistance from the Victorian State 
Government to assist families in rural and regional Victoria with the cost of transporting 
their children to their nearest appropriate school. The allowance is available to parents 
who are required to – 

• drive their child more than 4.8 kilometres to school (if there is no school bus) 
• or drive their child more than 4.8 kilometres to meet the nearest school bus to the school 
• the child must attend their closest government or non-government school (Catholic) 
• the allowance is based on kilometres travelled and not based on any financial eligibility 

 

Distance is calculated by the shortest practical route from home to the school or from home to meet the nearest school bus to 
the school. Distance can be calculated by using Bing Maps. Application Forms are available from the school office and must be 
completed by a parent/guardian. 
 

Parents who received the Conveyance Allowance in 2022 do not need to complete a new form in 2023 unless their children 
enrolled at OLSH in 2023 have changed (i.e. Gr 6 student left at the end of 2022 or a Foundation child commenced in 2023). If your 
family circumstances have changed, a new form needs to be completed in 2023. If you have recently changed address please 
advise the office if you are no longer eligible. Application forms need to be completed and returned to the office by Friday 10 
March 2023. 
Further information can be found at: https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-allowance/policy  
If you’re unsure if you may be eligible, please do not hesitate to contact Nerida in the school office. 

 
 
MORNING SUPERVISION FOR BUS TRAVELLERS 
Mrs Colbert has created this fantastic infographic to help our students know where 
they should go in the morning when they arrive on the school bus. 
Please take a look with your child to familiarise yourself with this new routine.  
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LUNCH ORDER PRICELIST UPDATE 
Elmore Bakery have provided us with a new price list for 2023. This is the first update in prices for 3 years and we thank them for 
continuing to offer lunch order items to us at cheaper than retail prices. 
The new pricelist will be uploaded to the school website and to the PAM Knowledge bank for future reference.  

 
 

UNIFORM PRICE LIST UPDATE COMING SOON 
Hip Pocket Echuca will also be supplying with an updated school uniform price list in the coming weeks.  
School Uniforms can be ordered at any time by calling Hip Pocket on 5480 1027 or visiting Hip Pocket at 
173 Pakenham St, Echuca. 
We are grateful to them for continuing to work with us to provide school uniforms.  

 



 
SEE THE SCHOOL OFFICE FOR A COPY OF THE APPLICATION FORM 


